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During the last several years of her life my mother 
spent countless hours researching the genealogy and 
history of the Van Niekerk family, seeking out the 
names, places, and stories of the people that link us 
to the past. I know that it was very meaningful for 
her to be able to remember and honor these men and 
women, whose perseverance created the prosperity 
and opportunity that we, their descendants, are the 
beneficiaries of, and whose wisdom built the strong 
foundation of family that has nurtured each of us. 
This book is a gift, given with love, from her, to 
them, and to us. 
 
 
James A. Ferwerda 
December 7, 2014 
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